
Industrial Minerals Association - North America 

November 8, 2021 

Ms. Jessica Senk 
Director 

AB91-COMM 28Office of Standards, Regulations, and Variances 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 
201 12th Street South 
Suite 4E401 
Arlington, VA 22202-5452 

Re: RIN 1219-AB91; Docket No. MSHA 2018-0016, Safety Program for Surface Mobile 
Equipment 

Filed via the Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://www.regulations.gov 

Dear Ms. Senk: 

The Industrial Minerals Association-North America ("IMA-NA") is pleased to submit the 
following comments in response to the Mine Safety and Health Administration's ("MSHA") 
Proposed Rule to require that mine operators employing six or more miners develop and implement 
a written safety program for mobile and powered haulage equipment (excluding belt conveyors) at 
surface mines and surface areas of underground mines, which was published in the September 9, 
2021 Federal Register (86 Fed. Reg. 50496). 

IMA-NA is the representative voice of companies that extract and process a vital and 
beneficial group of raw materials known as industrial minerals. Industrial minerals are the 
ingredients for many of the products essential to our everyday lives such as glass, ceramics, paper, 
plastics, paint and coatings, cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, and laundry detergent. IMA-NA's 
companies and the people they employ are proud of their industry and the socially responsible 
methods they use to deliver these beneficial products. Industrial minerals include ball clay, barite, 
bentonite, borates, calcium carbonate, diatomite, feldspar, industrial sand, kaolin, salt, soda ash 
(trona), talc, and wollastonite. IMA-NA also represents associate member companies that support 
producers of industrial minerals. 

The safety and health of IMA-NA member company employees is of paramount concern to all 
IMA-NA members. Accordingly, we recognize and appreciate the impetus behind MSHA's 
proposed rule for surface mobile equipment safety. Historically, accidents classified as powered 
haulage under MSHA' s definition have consistently represented approximately 7 to 8 percent of all 
mining-related accidents. Yet powered haulage accidents tend to be more consequential than other 
types, and until recently the percentage of annual total fatalities caused by powered haulage 
generally fluctuated between one quarter and one third. In 2017, however, powered haulage 
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